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By David Ainsworth 

A MARATHON battle to 
evict travellers in 
Billericay and Wlckford 
has sufTered a serious set- 
back in the High Court. 

At a Judicial review hearing 
last week a judge overturned a 
Basildon District Council de- 
cision to evict travellers from 
Hovefields Drive. Wlckford. des 
pile the fact they developed the 
Green Belt land illegally 

Judge Justice Ouscley ruled that 
the council had not considered that 
a future planning appeal might sue 
oead. and that the travellers there- 
fore had to remain 

Out council leader CUr Malcolm 
Buckley vowed to continue action 
against the traveller*, saying “They 
have won a skirmish, but moat drfln 
iteJy not the war ' 

The Judge s decision suggests the 
council could also fall to push through 
e much larger eviction at Dale Farm 
in Grays HI LI also to be reviewed bv 
the courts In the near future 


The battle to evict traveller* has 
taken more than foe years so far. and Is 
expected to continue for many mure 
The council experts their legal bills 
to coat local taxpayer* £300.000 each 
year, and the public will also hind (he 


s through legal aid 
CUr Buckley vaid that 
i no option except to pres* un 
- "Tains! the traveller* 
n» development Is Uleg 
al Travellers paid thousands of 
pounds for this land, rather than hun 
dreds of thousand.*, because it's Green 

“They have won a 
skirmish, but most 
def nitely not the war” 

Bell If they win the day there will be 
no Green Belt In Reaildon any more 
“There Is no one else to fight their 
illegal development* except for the 
council If wr give la there is no oar 
else in the district who can stop people 
building wherever they want 

This Jislgrtnent teem* to say that 
someone ran remain on land they've 
developed Illegally by making objec- 
tion after objection to a derision 




RELIEF: A recant protest at HoveftekJa saw claims of persecution 
We re confident that is not how the Hoveftelds Drive traveller 
law was Intended to work, and we wUI Josephine Casey said "We re all very 

be appealing * relieved All w* want to do is remain 

He said the council would learn here on this site and give our children 

from the Judgement and take any the chance to go to school Basildon 

action necess ary to avoid a repast Dtstnrt Count U has gig to be very 

defeat In the Grays HU1 heortng mad to Deal travellers this way * 
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Vicious attack could have proved fatal, say police Residents 

wait for 


Driver’s throat slashed 
by road rage knifeman 


inquiry 

results 



A VICIOUS road r«Rc attack has 
left a man from Billcrtray lucky 
to be alive after he suffered a 
slashed throat. 

A police spokesman said that the 
♦52-year-old victim could have been 
Tataliy wounded in the apparently 
motiveless attack He escaped with only 
minor injuries 

The incident happened an the south bound 
carriageway of the Al tn Cambridgeshire on 
Monday. April 3. at around 3 30pm 


By David Alnaworth 

The vlrtlm wa» driving hi* Mu* Volkswagen 
INjIh when a blue Fiat pulled in front id him 
flashing hU warning light* and signalling for 
him to pull over 

Both drivers (topped by the (Me of the rrwd 
and the foal driver appnierhad I he vlrtlm. 
grabbed him by the throat, and threatened to 
■tab him When he ket go. the victim mallard 
that hui throat had twin cut 

He was taken tn hospital by ambulance 
The rial driver I* described as white, stocky 
around SO year* old. with short fair hair and a 


moustache He was owing dar* 
light shirt 
Investigating officer Dr Claim I 
Camhrtdgwahtr* pnUbe said Tbla t 


Tory leader says 
BNP ‘should be 


ignored by voters’ 


CONSERVATIVE leader David 
Cameron launched a scathing 
attack on the British National 
Party (BNP) when he visited 
Essex on Tuesday 
He took time out from the 
launch of hts party's environ- 
mental policies tn Brentwood 
to shrug on the BNI* tlull»n«« 
He said: "They are not put 
ting up many candidates It is a 
party which thrives on nuial 
hatred and I hope people will 
Ignore them * 

The BNP ts fielding five can- 
didates tn the Basildon district 
tn the upcoming local elections 
including the BUlertcay West 
and C couch wards 

Mr Cameron's comments 
come alter a report by the 
Joseph Row ntcee Reform Trust 


suggested 17 per cent of the 
electorate across the t!K would 
consider voting for the BNP tn 
next month's election. 

Children's Minister Margaret 
Hodge has also admitted there 
is a growing feeling of aliena- 
tion among labour voters in 


A national BNP spokesman 
said the parts was seen by 
many *as the only pollUcal or- 
ganisation prepared to address 
the problems caused by Immig 
( at ion and asylum policies * 
The other parties standing tn 
the elections tn Crouch and 
Bllleticay Wevl are Labour and 
the Liberal Democrats. 

• Cameron boxes clever See 


Police wam of vehicle thefts at golf club 

L stilts id Slock Brook Manor gnlf club are being Intp Tony Rustrrur of Btllericay police said 
urged by police to be cautious after two vehicles -There are occasional problem* with theft at Slock 


n its car park on the a 


n Monday April 10. between 10 JOant and upm 
m mole tools worth 1 1.000 from a white Vaux 


. took a set of golf dubs worth ll-VXi 6 
vehicle 



Brook Manor gulf dub We would urge people park- 
ing there to be aw are of the safety of possessions left 
in their vehicles 

Anyone with information about either incident 
should call BUlertcay police on 01248 532211 


• Very away park*X) 
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Pensioner, 85, could not live 
without his wife - coroner 


A WICK FORD oen» toner killed 
himself how ha cuuid not 
oops with toeing tils wife of 
nearly 34 »«ars 

Frvriar ick Nash. 83. from South 
End Rued died Iru 


Aiiai km id exIetuM 
Inquest heard 

Ctmlmsfurd unvonai 
•Matey Murray said Mr Nash in 
(anted to kill himself after his 
body was found by his dough 
mr us Ian ut a car ut his gangs 
with the engine running 
The hearing was told bow a 


pipr tending to the rear window 
had been atlai-hed tn the exhaust 
A towel had then been used to 
Ut* k I hr gap Ml tu the window 
A hand wttium suicide nut* writ 
trn try Mr Nash was also found In 
the k ib hen 

court 


I after bis wife died fust 
before reaching their golden wed 
ding anniversary 
Mr Nash i sun Kevin sald 
'Mother always said ruuld we 
keep an rye on him because he 
always said to her if she died 


before him he wuuldn t be able to 
carry oil " 

He added They lived for each 
pther ' 

Mn Beasley Murray said Mr 
Nash had taken very deliberate 
action tumid hi* life 

She said Toxicology ts*t» 
stem Ihnrv was a fatal lb's! of 
carbon monoxide tn fits system 
Tn light nf all that ev tdenre I 
haw cun> tn the very aad cunclu 
stun that Mr N*»h intended to 


Got a story? Call the News Desk: 01277 219222 
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